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a more philosophical interpretation of the Scandinavian element 
than the former. The historical European background, the 
significance of the religious activity of the Scandinavians in the 
United States, their literary and artistic achievements are phases 
which are treated inadequately or not at all by Mr. Babcock. 
Dr. Fonkalsrud devotes almost four of his nine chapters to these 
subjects. On the other hand, he gives only the general outlines 
of the history of the immigration to this country from the three 
Scandinavian countries, and barely touches upon the movement 
of expansion so thoroughly analyzed by Mr. Babcock. Himself 
a Norwegian-American, Dr. Fonkalsrud perhaps lacks the per- 
spective of Mr. Babcock, but his work is a philosophical study of 
his own people. He believes that the Scandinavians become 
Americanized too rapidly, and he deplores the rapid transition 
from the foreign to the English language. One feels that he is 
not altogether convincing, however, in the position which he 
takes in this respect, nor in his thesis that the most permanent 
and valuable contribution of the Scandinavians to American char- 
acter and life must come from them as a unified group. 

The book is written in an awkward and, at times, somewhat 
stilted style. Footnotes, bibliography, and index are omitted, 
and a large number of annoying typographical errors mar the 
text. Despite these obvious shortcomings, however, the disser- 
tation has considerable value as a supplement to the monograph 

by Mr. Babcock. 

1. C. B. 

History of Morrison and Todd Counties, Minnesota; Their 
People, Industries, and Institutions; with Biographical 
Sketches of Representative Citizens and Genealogical Rec- 
ords of Many of the Old Families. By Clara K. Fuller. 
In two volumes. (Indianapolis, B. F. Bowen and Company, 
1915. 302, 406 p. Illustrated) 

To a Minnesota man no better field for worth-while, intensive 
work in history offers itself than the settlement and development 
of one of the counties of the state. The names of the first 
settlers, the travel routes, the most striking incidents of pioneer 
days, the organization of local government — all this material is 
worthy of being recorded in permanent form. But there are 
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other things of much greater significance. We want to know 
where the settlers came from; by what routes and with what 
stops they arrived at their destination; what induced them to 
come. We want to know what economic problems they had to 
struggle with, and to what extent pioneer conditions influenced 
their political, religious, and social life. If these questions were 
answered fully and accurately for even one county, we should 
have a far clearer insight into Minnesota history than we have 
at the present time. 

The History of Morrison and Todd Counties is the work of a 
newspaper writer, and, quite naturally, is journalistic in style. 
As a whole, the material seems to have been put together rather 
hurriedly, and it is not well organized. The resulting volumes 
are not so much a history as a compilation. The writer has 
gathered together what has been already written and has incor- 
porated it without much rewriting into her own book. She has 
not searched for or brought out any new material. 

For an account of the early days of Morrison County the 
author has evidently relied mainly on Nathan Richardson's 
"History of Morrison County," which appeared serially in the 
Little Falls Transcript from February 6 to December 29, 1880. 
One could wish that she had made more use of the characteristic 
passages of this history. Richardson was a sturdy old pioneer — 
a man of strong character and of marked likes and dislikes. His 
history expresses the pioneer point of view and is therefore 
valuable not only for what he says but for the way in which he 
says it. Occasional sentences in it give us glimpses of pioneer 
life which we can get in no other way ; for instance, speaking of 
the younger Hole-in-the-Day, he says : "He had the pleasure of 
taking off many of their [the Sioux's] scalps with his own hand, 
and a very good job he made of it. Some specimens that I saw 
him bring up at one time included not only the whole scalp, but 
a pair of ears besides, which, from their appearance, were not 
accustomed to the use of soap." 

The biographies which make up the second volume are based 
on the statements of the subjects of the sketches, and are, pre- 
sumably, accurate. They should prove for this reason a mine of 
information for later workers in this field. It seems unfortunate 
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that the volume is confined to sketches of living people, and does 
not include biographies of the pioneers who have passed away. 
If the reader is looking for a detailed, connected account of 
the settlement and development of these two counties, he will be 
disappointed. If he expects to find a county history of the 
familiar commercial type, he will be satisfied. In typography, 
binding, and general make-up the volumes are superior to the 
general run of works of this character. 

Charles B. Kuhlmann 

Early Economic Conditions and the Development of Agriculture 
in Minnesota (The University of Minnesota, Studies in the 
Social Sciences, no. 3) . By Edward Van Dyke Robinson, 
Ph.D., professor of economics in the University of Minne- 
sota. (Minneapolis, The University of Minnesota, 1915. 
v, 306 p.) 

Some years ago Professor Robinson, with the assistance of 
some of his students in the University of Minnesota, began the 
preparation of a statistical atlas designed to illustrate the develop- 
ment of agriculture in Minnesota. As the work progressed, 
however, it seemed desirable to include an interpretation of the 
facts thus presented in graphic form, and the result is an excel- 
lent monograph with a profusion of valuable maps, charts, and 
tables, and a statistical appendix. 

The first chapter, which presents the physiographic back- 
ground, and the second, dealing with explorations and the be- 
ginnings of trade and transportation, are of general interest. 
These chapters are illustrated by a valuable series of maps show- 
ing drainage basins, elevations, forest areas, weather conditions, 
water routes, military roads, and early railroads. The remainder 
of the work traces the agricultural development of the state 
through the periods of pioneer agriculture, 1836-60, specialized 
wheat farming, 1860-80, and diversified farming, 1880-1900, 
with a final chapter on recent tendencies. The principal reliance 
throughout is upon statistics, and the returns of the United 
States census are carefully analyzed for each decennial period. 
The figures themselves are given in detail either in text tables or 
in the appendix, and their significance is brought out graphically 



